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Tt is needless to say that popularization of sports should have its object the promotion

of the well-fare of people in general. And amateurism scem to me to be a key to the

solution of this important question.

Modern commetcialism and nationalism in sports

are threatening amateurism by presenting very subtle and complicated problems.

Historically, amateurism is a very old conception with a long tradition. It originat-

el in aacient Grezce and Romz2, but it was in England in the latter half of the l6th

century that amateurism came to dominate sports, Naturally this amateurism developed

in England was characterized by many qualities of the English fcudalistic society at that

time. So the history of amateurism in England may be said to have been a history of

modification or elimination of its feudalistic elements.

The raison d’&:re of amateurism in sports is based on three major facts:

{1) the essential nature of sports,

the principle of equality in sports,

(3) protection of young pcople from evils of sports. But these basic facts of amateur-

ism should be re-examind from the standpoint of progressing popularization of sports,

Powerful effects sports enjoy in commercial advertisement and emerging professional

sports are affccting amateurism adversely to a degree. So it is a big challenge 10

popularize sports without losing the ideal of amateurism overcoming the adverse effects

of commercialism,

Moreover the spectacular development of sports in communist countrics sponsored by

“stalc amateurism” in which “amateur” sportsmen arc supported by governments,  has

presented further difficult problems to amatcurism.
How can the contradictory concepts of amateur sports in the Fast and West with their

different social systcms be brought into harmony?
This is one of the most important questions which we should try to solve with insight

and clever handling.
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