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Lt. Ian Lester MacDonald in Black Watch uniform, 

1945.  ñRemembered with Love and Prideò is the 

inscription on his headstone in the Commonwealth 

war cemetery in Rheinberg, Nordrheinwestfalen, 

Germany. It was chosen by his parents.  
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In Black Watch Uniform (close-up, originally in colour) 

ñO Flower of Scotlandéò 
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In Royal Artillery uniform 
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As an Officer Cadet Training Unit (O.C.T.U.) cadet. 

He passed out as First Cadet, a fine achievement. 
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Photograph taken in school uniform while he was at 

Loretto School, which is Scotlandôs oldest boarding 

school. It was founded in 1827. 

 

 



 viii 

 

 

 

Aberdeen University Chapel with wood panel.  

(Photographs courtesy Carlie Giddings.)  

See also the Universityôs Roll of Honour: 

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/roll-of-honour/466/ 

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/roll-of-honour/466/
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 The author, Alexander (Alex, or ñMacò) MacDonald 

C.B.E. was born in Glasgow on 26 September 1894. 

After war service he qualified as an accountant with 

the Glasgow Institute of Accountants and Actuaries in 

1919. He designed various golf courses including 

Santo Domingo and Pucon in Chile, and Los Incas in 

Lima, Peru. His portrait is at Santo Domingo Golf 

Club. He died on 25 July 1954. (His brief obituary is 

in the Glasgow Herald, 28 July 1954, p. 1.) 
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 Dorothy Lester ñSusanò MacDonald M.B.E. (n®e 

Northcroft) in 1921. She was born in the Bahamas on 

July 18, 1896. 
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 Alex MacDonald and his daughter Margaret (born 

on 19 April 1932), who married Allan Dey Ruxton 

(born on 30 October 1925) in Santiago, Chile on 16 

July 1954 ï shortly before her fatherôs death.  

 Allan and Margaret Ruxton had four children, of 

whom the editor of this volume, born on 16 

November 1956, is the eldest. My father was the 

eldest of four brothers who also attended Loretto 

School.    
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 A post card about a fishing trip in March 1936 to Lake 

Villarrica, 780 kilometres south of Santiago, from Ian to his 

younger sister Margaret.  ñDear Margaret, I am sending 

you a postcard view of the river we fish in, the Tolten, Lake 

Villar[r]ica, and the volcanoéò  
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IAN 

1923-1945                     

March, 19451 

 

ñImportant. Deeply regret report from Western Europe. 

Lieutenant I. L. MacDonald Black Watch killed in 

action 25th February 1945. The Army Council express 

sympathy. Letter follows.  

             Under Secretary of State for War.2 ò  

 

 

                                            
1 This document ï a kind of pibroch in words ï was 

written by Alexander MacDonald and transcribed with 

footnotes added by Ian C. Ruxton, his firstborn grandson, 

from words handwritten on ñD.P.G. & Co.ò (Deloitte 

Plender Griffiths & Co.) lined paper. My grandfather, who 

was awarded the C.B.E. in the New Yearôs Honours List 

1943 for services to the British community in Chile (see 

Second Supplement to the London Gazette, 1 January 1943, 

No. 35841, p. 16), was a partner in that accounting firm in 

Santiago. His wife Dorothy Lester MacDonald (née 

Northcroft) was usually called ñSusanò. She was also 

awarded a M.B.E. for services to the British community in 

Chile (see Supplement to the London Gazette, 4 June 1934, 

No. 34056, p.3567.)   
2 Henry Page Croft, 1st Baron Croft, CMG (1881-1947) 

was appointed Under-Secretary of State for War by 

Winston Churchill in 1940, and held the post until July 

1945.  













































http://www.stmargaretsholidays.co.uk/about/


























































http://www.greatwar.co.uk/poems/john-mccrae-in-flanders-fields-inspiration.htm
http://www.greatwar.co.uk/poems/john-mccrae-in-flanders-fields-inspiration.htm










Appendices  

 

 57 

APPENDIX I: Letters about Ian MacDonald 

1) From Dr. Greenlees, Headmaster, Loretto School1 

to Mr. Young2 

LORETTO 

MUSSELBURGH [Printed letterhead] 

30th Sept. 1942 

Dear Mr. Young 

   Your letter about Ian arrived this afternoon, and I 

am writing tonight to say how much I appreciate your 

sending the news to me.  

   As you say Ian is not a great correspondent even 

when not overburdened with work as he must have 

been in the past few months. At the present moment 

his hands must be full of his duties as Chief Cadet, so 

                                            
1 A memorial service was held at Loretto School Chapel 

ñfor those Members of the School who died in the Service 

of their King and Country 1939-1945ò on 28th July, 1946. 

Dr. Greenlees, by then retired, read the names on the Roll 

of Honour.  

(The Order of Service is contained in the Loretto Roll of 

Honour, see 

http://lib.militaryarchive.co.uk/library/WWII/library/Loret

to-Roll-of-Honour-1939-1945/HTML/index.asp#/1/  

accessed 17 September 2016.)   
2 In the third letter below, ñMr. Youngò is called Major 

Farquhar Young, and is described as his guardian.  

http://lib.militaryarchive.co.uk/library/WWII/library/Loretto-Roll-of-Honour-1939-1945/HTML/index.asp#/1/
http://lib.militaryarchive.co.uk/library/WWII/library/Loretto-Roll-of-Honour-1939-1945/HTML/index.asp#/1/
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